
THE UNLIKELY THREE 
Luke 23:26-47 

 
The cross has amazing power to draw people to Jesus.  In fact, Jesus once 
said, “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to 
myself” John 12:32 NIV.  Today we’ll look at three people who were 
drawn to Jesus on the very day of His crucifixion.  These three individuals 
were so different from each other in occupation, culture, race, language, 
religion, and ambition, that we could hardly select three people at any 
time with so little in common.  Yet, at the foot of the cross all three found 
salvation in Jesus. 
 

1.  THE CYRENIAN CARRIED THE CROSS 
 
Luke 23:26 NIV “As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, 
who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and 
made him carry it behind Jesus.” 
 
The Desire of Ages, p. 742 “Simon had heard of Jesus. His sons were 
believers in the Saviour, but he himself was not a disciple. The bearing of 
the cross to Calvary was a blessing to Simon, and he was ever after 
grateful for this providence. It led him to take upon himself the cross of 
Christ from choice, and ever cheerfully stand beneath its burden.” 
 

2.  THE CRIMINAL WAS CRUCIFIED ON THE CROSS 
 
Luke 23:39-43 NIV One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at 
him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the other criminal 
rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the 
same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our 
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, 
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." Jesus 
answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 
paradise." 
 
This thief was probably a cohort of Barabbas, who had been sentenced to 
be crucified for insurrection and murder (see Luke 23:13-25).  But Jesus 
took the cross of Barabbas that day.  And when the repentant thief came 
to faith, Jesus gave him assurance of salvation. 

3.  THE CENTURION CONTEMPLATED THE CROSS 
 
The Roman Centurion was in charge of the group of soldiers who had 
been assigned to crucifixion detail that day.  The Centurion had heard 
Jesus pray for his forgiveness. 
 
Luke 23:33, 34 NIV “When they came to the place called the Skull, there 
they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other 
on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing.’” 
 
Luke 23:44-47 NIV “It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came 
over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. And 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud 
voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’ When he had said this, 
he breathed his last. The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised 
God and said, ‘Surely this was a righteous man.’” 
 
Matthew 27:54 NIV “When the centurion and those with him who were 
guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were 
terrified, and exclaimed, ‘Surely he was the Son of God!’” 
 
 
What these three men did is what every Christ-follower must do. 

• We must carry the cross (be radically committed to Jesus—Lk 9:23) 

• We must be crucified with Christ (die to self—Galatians 2:20) 

• We must contemplate the cross (focus on Jesus—Galatians 6:14) 
 
The Desire of Ages, p. 83 “It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful 
hour each day in contemplation of the life of Christ. We should take it 
point by point, and let the imagination grasp each scene, especially the 
closing ones. As we thus dwell upon His great sacrifice for us, our 
confidence in Him will be more constant, our love will be quickened, and 
we shall be more deeply imbued with His spirit.” 
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